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House of Burgess: The Best of 2015 Awards 


Also, thank you for reading this year 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Welcome the fourth annual Best of the Year Awards. This year, I was 
honored to be a part of several awards presented to the Kokomo Tribune. 
For the Nov. 17, 2014, special section remembering the tornadoes of Nov. 
17, 2013, “One Year Later,” I contributed audio, three sidebars and wrote 
one of the main stories. This package won first place for Best Multimedia 
Package for Division 2 at the 2015 Indiana Associated Press Media Editors 
Journalism Contest. This entry also won first place for Best Special Section 


for Division 5 at the 2015 Hoosier State Press Association Foundation 


Better Newspaper Contest. If you read something I wrote this year, 


including this: thank you. And, now, on to the awards: 


BEST MASH-UP ALBUM 


Amerigo Gazaway (B.B. King & Underground Kingz) — “The Trill Is 
Gone”: When someone asks me what kind of music I like, I always simply 
say good music. I suspect DJ Amerigo Gazaway feels the same. As he's 
proven with his previous mash-up projects in his Soul Mates “collaborations 
that never were” series — Fela Kuti/De La Soul, A Tribe Called Quest/The 
Pharcyde and Yasiin Bey/Marvin Gaye — Gazaway has an ear for the 
connective tissue between seemingly disparate artists. UGK and B.B. King 
may not have much in common the surface, but Gazaway deftly re-imagines 
their musical legacies as a seamless blend of Mississippi electric blues and 


Texas country rap tunes. (There's also a just-released instrumental version.) 


BEST NEW (MUSICAL) ARTIST 


Courtney Barnett: One day I came across an amusing photograph of what 
looked like graffiti. “NOBODY REALLY CARES IF YOU DON'T GO TO THE 
PARTY,” it said. It wasn't until I Googled the phrase weeks later that I 
discovered it was the name of a song by Courtney Barnett. Since then I've 
been hooked on this Australian's music. The songs on her debut album, 


“Sometimes I Sit and Think, and Sometimes I Just Sit,” juxtapose her 


verbose, droll singing with the jagged, electric instrumentation of her band 


perfectly. 


BEST TELEVISION COMEDY 


“Brooklyn Nine-Nine”: My wife Ash and I have pretty much exhausted 
any remaining freshness from NBC's now-ended “The Office” through 
repeated DVD viewings. We knew we had to find something else 
lighthearted to watch together as we unwound from our day. Luckily, we 
found Fox's “Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” now in its third season. The casting was 
excellent, and it's a true ensemble. There's probably a good reason we like 
the show so much, as it's co-created by Michael Schur, one of the writers 


and producers of “The Office.” 


BEST MEMOIR 


“Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates: It almost seems 
redundant to heap any more praise on the second book by The Atlantic 
senior editor as it has become a genuine cultural phenomenon; what with it 
winning the National Book Award and becoming a runaway bestseller, and 
Coates being awarded with a MacArthur Genius grant. But, there's no 
denying how powerful this short book is. Written as an open letter to his 
son, Samori, it is equal parts autobiography, poetry and history lesson on 
the black experience in America. Any further description by me would 


cheapen it. Go read. 


BEST BEHIND-THE-MUSIC BOOK 


“The Song Machine: Inside the Hit Factory” by John Seabrook: Do 
you ever wonder why all the songs on the radio nowadays sound the same? 
It's probably because the same handful of Scandinavian masterminds are 
pulling the strings behind practically all of them. In fact, if you're around 
my age and want your brain broken open, go to YouTube and type the name 
Max Martin in the search box. The first few results should be a series of 
long compilation videos featuring hit after hit after hit from the last 20 
years of pop music, all penned by the Swedish svengali. The Backstreet 
Boys, Britney Spears, Taylor Swift, NSYNC, Maroon 5, Katy Perry, Kelly 
Clarkson and Pink wouldn't be the household names they are today without 
Martin and collaborators Denniz Pop and Dr. Luke. However you feel about 
pop music, this book is a fascinating look behind the scenes of what can 


truly be called modern hit factories. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


